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SAILING IN TURKEY RACES AHEAD
LONDON BOAT SHOW 2010 - Stand N063K – 6th January 2010
London, UK - Turkey has one of the most spectacular, unspoilt coastlines in the world, totalling more than 8000 km in length and fringed by azure waters on its three sides. There is no better way to experience the beauty of this coastline than by sailing amongst its myriad of hidden bays, with the backdrop of lush, forested mountains and rocky islets. Indeed, a multitude of anchoring points offer a fantastic setting for snorkeling, swimming and diving in crystal blue waters, as well as the opportunity to explore secluded bays, local fishing villages lively, colorful resort towns. 
Marinas

Turkey has 29 international standard marinas and 12 municipality operated marinas with a total capacity of 10,450 floating berths and 5,400 hard standing. All are located between Istanbul in the north and Antalya in the south.  The Turkish Marina Management has an excellent reputation amongst international sailing crews for taking care of the yachts and their crew. 
New Marinas 

· D-Marin Yacht Marina, Altınkum-Didim: 600 berth capacity and 500 hard standing - opened September 2009. 
· Marintürk Pendik Marina, Istanbul: 752 berth capacity and 100 hard standing - opened August 2009.

· Marintürk Göcek & Poruklu Marinas, Göcek 200 berth capacity and 150 hard standing - opened May 2009. 

· Alanya Marina on the east side of Antalya Gulf: 300 berth capacity and 150 hard standing - opened May 2009.
· The below Marinas are under construction and will be completed during 2010.

· Sığacık – Teos Marina opens April 2010: 400 berths & 100 hard standing capacity 

· Yalova Marinas opens May 2010: 250 berths & 100 hard standing capacity

· C&N Çeşme Marina  opens May 2010: 400 berths & 100 hard standing capacity

· Kaş Marina opens October 2010: 450 berths & 100 hard standing capacity
Cruise Liners most frequently visit the ports of Istanbul, Izmir, Çeşme, Kuşadası, Bodrum, Marmaris, Kaş, Antalya, Alanya and all are perfectly situated for access to some of Turkey’s most interesting historic sites.  The number of cruise liners stopping in Turkey is in continuous growth.
Blue Cruise by Gulet, traditional crewed charter yacht

Enjoy a relaxing holiday aboard a gulet, a traditional wooden sailing boat, known as a “Blue Cruise” or Mavi Yolculuk in Turkish.  Part of the Turkey’s coastline is only accessible by boat and it makes sailing the ideal way to explore this secret beauty, stopping off at your leisure to explore a historic site or visit a charming village.  The tale of the gulet has began in Bodrum 1960’s, with the book Mavi Yolculuk, in which the author Cevat Şakir Kabaağaç described his idyllic “blue cruise” voyages around the Bodrum peninsula with the local sponge divers and fishermen.

Gulets have since evolved from traditional fishing and cargo vessels into their present form, perfect for a relaxing holiday away from the crowds; most vessels have large sunbathing decks, comfortable dining area in their cockpit and air-conditioned cabins. All have sails and some are very good sailing boats.  Gulets can be fully chartered by a group or are sold on a cabin basis by tour operators – style and comfort can vary greatly according to price.  Most gulets also travel a specific route on the Aegean or Mediterranean coastlines, taking in the azure waters, a multitude of isolated bays and tiny islands.  For those who prefer less time at sea, day trips can be arranged from any resort, either by booking through your operator, local agency or visiting the local harbour first thing in the morning.  

Bareboat Yacht Chartering is also very popular in Turkey and more than 1,500 sailing yachts and more than 300 motor yachts are based mainly in Çeşme, Kuşadası, Bodrum, Marmaris, Göcek marinas. There are many International Bareboat Yacht Charter companies are based in Turkey.

The Blue Flag Campaign 

Turkey was awarded a total of 279 Blue Flag Beach and 14 Blue Flag Marinas in 2009, owing to its beautiful clean waters and beaches. 
The Boat Building Industry in Turkey is growing and world famous boat building companies such as Azimut in Bursa, Perini Navi in Istanbul have opened boat building sites in Turkey. 

Antalya was nominated as the 5th city in the world for Composite Boat Building in 2008. There are 28 boat building joint venture companies in the Antalya Free Trade Zone where yachts are built between 14 - 50 meters. 

Istanbul Tuzla is still first in Turkey for Mega Yacht Boat Building, composite, wood or still; and the most prestigious Maltese Falcon yacht was built in Tuzla, Istanbul in 2008 by Turkish Company DEARSAN Inc. 

The Kocaeli Free Trade Zoon near Istanbul is another important Boat Building centre in Turkey.
Mega/Superyacht Building in Bodrum is known primarily for building traditional gulets and has assigned its name to very important projects designed by renowned yacht designers such as Andrea Hoek, Ron Holland and Ken Freivokh to name a few.
More than 200 custom designed yachts constructed in laminated wood, steel, aluminium and composite have been launched from more than 40 boatyards over the past three years, 60 percent being exported to Gulf countries, Greece, Croatia, Italy, France and USA, amongst many others. There have also been major refit projects completed in Bodrum, Marmaris, Bozburun, and Fethiye and their development and success continues to grow rapidly.
Sailing Events
International Bodrum Cup
The Bodrum Cup is a unique international yacht regatta and annual tradition, celebrating the end of the cruising season in Turkey uniting Bodrum’s charter fleet with private wooden yachts from around the world.  It is special in that only traditional and classic wooden yachts, gulets, are permitted to compete in the main regatta. This exciting competition is held annually in October both for skilled yachtsmen and novices, who can stow away as passengers or join the crews for the last adventure of the sailing season. The competition is comprised of four legs, providing the opportunity to visit a myriad of spectacular turquoise bays of the peninsula, as well as delightful fishing villages such as Gümüşlük, Güllük and Yalıkavak. Located in the very south-western corner of Turkey, Bodrum is a popular holiday spot and the starting point of all “blue cruises”. www.bodrumcup.com
EMYR – Eastern Mediterranean Yacht Rally

Organized by amateur sailors cruising from Istanbul down the Turkish Aegean coast line towards to Mediterranean coast of Turkey, the rally visits North Cyprus, Syria, Lebanon, Israel & Port Said in Egypt, ending at Herzliya in Israel.  This is not a race but a cruise to explore the new ports & marinas in the Eastern Mediterranean waters.  The rally covers 1650 Nautical Miles in 60 days.  Its 20th Anniversary was celebrated in 2009.
Volvo Youth Sailing ISAF World Championship 

The Volvo Youth Sailing ISAF World Championship will be held in Istanbul on 8-17 July 2010, the first time ever in Turkey.  It will mark the 40th anniversary of the Volvo Youth Sailing ISAF World Championship, the world’s top youth sailing event, with over 300 young sailors from 60-plus nations expected to attend. Taking place across eight events, it will be open to competitors younger than 19 years on 31 December 2010. It will also be the first Youth Worlds to consist of eight events, with the new Open High Performance Dinghy – 29th event set to make its debut. http://www.isafyouthworlds.com/editions/turkey-2010.php
Other International Festivals and Regattas 2010
· International Yachting Festival and Race, Marmaris, March & October
· EMYR – Eastern Mediterranean Yacht Rally, April to June 

· International Bosphorus Cup, İstanbul, May
· Istanbul
Channel Regatta - International Offshore Races, Marmaris to Rhodes, June
· International Istanbul Optimist Week, İstanbul, June-July 

· IODA World Team Racing Championship and IODA World Sailing Championship, Çeşme, July

· International Turkish Navy Cup, Istanbul, July

· International Istanbul Sailing Week, Istanbul, August 

· International Bodrum Cup, October
· International Race Week, Bodrum, November
www.gototurkey.co.uk 

www.chamber-of-shipping.org.tr 
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