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London, UK – What first comes to mind for a city break in Turkey is the majestic city of Istanbul, and rightly so, but it is also worth remembering that there are other cities worth exploring. Nearby Bursa and Edirne are viable day trips from Istanbul or can make a good choice for a city exploration in their right. The three cities complement each other beautifully due to their importance in Ottoman history; they were all Ottoman capitals, first Bursa, then Edirne then Istanbul. In them you can chart the progress of the Ottomans especially through their magnificent architecture.
Thus these cities today contain some of Turkey’s most important Renaissance Ottoman architecture in the form of mosques, Turkish hammams, bazaars and caravanserais, while Ottoman life and culture live on in the scents of the spices in the markets and steam of the public baths still in use even today. 

Bursa

Bursa is an ancient spa town, the first capital of the Ottoman Empire and today a bustling mercantile centre. There is much to see and do there including: 

· Tour one or more of the city's famous mosques such as the Yesil (Green) Mosque, the Ulucami and the Muradiye mosque complex. 

· Famous for producing silks and cotton towels, a haggle over goods in the city centre bazaar is a must. Look out for Koza Hani, the silk caravanserai, whose shops sell silks and brocades. 

· Stay in a spa hotel in the old suburb of Cekirge (a thermal resort since Roman times) or try out the hamam experience at the restored Eski Kaplica baths that are dressed in cream marble and where the hot rooms have plunge pools.

· If you're a museum lover visit the Anatolian Car Museum which gives the history of car manufacture in Turkey (the outskirts of Bursa are its main centre), the Kent Museum which relates 7000 years of the area's history and the East Ulumay Museum, showcasing Ottoman folk costumes and accessories from the Caucuses, Balkans and Anatolia itself. 

· Try Iskender Kebab the city's speciality: slices of grilled lamb dressed with tomato sauce with browned butter poured over it, and served with a large dollop of natural yoghurt.

· Take a cable car ride up Mount Uludag, a favourite Turkish winter skiing destination, and enjoy the stunning views on the way and a picnic up top (or skiing in the winter months).

 Edirne

Edirne is a pleasant bustling border town which was the second capital of the Ottoman Empire (1363-1453).  So it has many sites worth seeing including some wonderful mosques:

· The Selimiye Complex which includes the elegant Selimiye Mosque widely acknowledged to be Ottoman architect Sinan’s masterpiece – built when he was in his 90s and with a dome larger than even the Hagia Sophia’s.

· The Sultan Beyazit II Mosque and Complex which includes a mosque, medical school, almshouse, public kitchen, hospital, and hammam and which was one of the most important public institutions of the Empire. 

· The older Muradiye and Uc Serefeli Mosques which date from when the city was the capital of the Ottomans.

· The amazing market in Kirklareli on Wednesdays
· Edirne's old Roman district with its picturesque wooden Ottoman houses.

· The Meric River spanned by graceful Ottoman stone bridges where you can stop for a tea or more at one of its riverside restaurants.

· The Archaeological and Ethnographical Museum which exhibits Ottoman furniture, carpets, kilims, coins and textiles.
Istanbul

The majestic city of Istanbul, this year's European Capital of Culture 2010, is best known as the third and principal capital of the Ottoman Empire (1453-1919). Spoilt for choice when it comes to sites to visit, highlights include:
· Many mosques by Ottoman master architect Sinan including his masterpiece the Suleymaniye Mosque, the charming Sokullu Mehmed Pasha Mosque and his exquisite Iznik-tiled Rustem Pasha Mosque. 

· The classic Blue Mosque with its signature blue ceramic tiles, the monumental Hagia Sophia and the world-famous and bustling Grand Bazaar. Also the unique Byzantine frescoes of the Kariye Museum, once the Byzantine St Saviour in Chora.

· For something different why not try the Ihlamur or Beylerbeyi Pavilions, the 19th-century palace in the hills above the Bosphorus, and The Museum of the History Science and Technology in Islam, which tell the story of Islamic scientists and astrologers at the forefront of their fields. Explore the Eyup Mosque complex at the top of the Golden Horn, a walk through its ancient cemetery hugging the hillside rewarding you with wonderful views of the city. 

· Istanbul is best seen from the water though and a ferry trip taking you the whole length of the Bosphorus will reward you with views of the Black Sea and a fresh fish lunch. On the way spot the two fortresses which straddle the strait, Rumeli and Anadolu Hisar, which Mehmet the Conqueror built in just seven months to cut off Constantinople before his final victorious assault on the city. 

· Tour the harem and exhibits at the home of the Ottoman Sultans the Topkapi Palace and contrast it with their quite different 19th-century home, the Dolmabahce Palace.
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