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Turkey is a vast and varied country boasting incredible landscapes and natural wonders bordered by four different seas. Well known as a great destination for relaxing beach holidays, it also offers many sporting activities, some of the world's most important ancient monuments, welcoming Turkish hospitality and a delicious and varied national cuisine. Istanbul is also European Capital of Culture 2010 so it has never been a better time to visit this magical country and city!  Being just over four hours flying time yet being outside the euro-zone makes it the ideal year-round holiday destination - and Turkish Airlines even offer direct flights from Dublin to Istanbul and onto connections around Turkey.
Popular destination

Turkey is a popular holiday destination with the Irish, with more than 115,000 Irish tourists having visited the country in 2009 and numbers growing with each passing year. Still great value, its all-inclusive hotels help holidaymakers keep a lid on budgets or allow them to indulge in affordable luxury, while the increase in the quality and diversity of Turkey’s resorts means that there is something on offer for everyone. 

Beauty, history, culture, adventure...

The Mugla region – home to tourism centres Bodrum, Marmaris and Fethiye – is especially renowned with its stunning natural beauty, temperate climate, plentiful activities, historical sites and excellent resorts. A dip in the warm Mediterranean one day can be tempered by the exhilaration of white-water rafting on another.  The resort of Kusadasi on the Aegean Coast is particularly loved by the Irish, with thousands visiting every year and many even having set up home in and around the area, famous for its bright sunshine, inviting beaches, warm Turkish hospitality and enviable night life.
For the adventurous, we recommend a trip inland to the Cappadocia region with its lunar landscape and fairy chimneys sculpted by the wind protecting thousands of ancient churches, an area which can be enjoyed by horseback or even from a hot air balloon.
There are also a handful of lesser well-known regions of Turkey that offer the perfect foray into ancient sites off the typical tourist trail such as the 600-year-old Sumela monastery clinging to a cliff in a semi-tropical forested national park near Trabzon in the Black Sea region along with the chance to experience a traditional lifestyle in an unspoilt setting.
European Capital of Culture 2010

The fabled city of Istanbul is the European Capital of Culture in 2010, in preparation for which many of its most wonderful and important sites such as the Hagia Sophia, Topkapi Palace and Ataturk Cultural Centre have been extensively restored. There will be a wide array of events across the visual arts, music and opera, performing arts, literature, cinema, museums and traditional arts to be enjoyed. Visitors will also have the chance to enjoy shopping in the Grand Bazaar, a maze of 4000 shops where haggling is a must, taking a Turkish bath at one of the city’s historical hamams, a cruise on the Bosphorus or a day trip to the Princes’ Islands, a wonderful haven where cars are prohibited and horse and carriage form the only means of transport. 
Find out more on www.gototurkey.co.uk and www.en.istanbul2010.org
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